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From the President  

(And Guest Editor) 

Our year began with a wonderful meeting. 

Peter Rocca was our guest speaker and he informed 

and entertained us with stories of Bundanoon. Five 

generations of his family have lived in the area and 

I’m sure that there are many more tales to tell.  

That afternoon, Ralph and his team organized drinks 

and nibbles at Gambell’s Rest in the National Park. 

This is a good way to start the year and get to know 

each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the meeting I had requested members to be 

on the lookout for old photos and documents. The 

example I had was a small photo of the Uniting 

Church in Bundanoon showing the new stone wall at 

the entrance. It was a shock to see that half the wall 

was in pieces the following morning. Everyone 

noticed and we were assured through Facebook that 

the fence built by Frank Hayman (information from 

Grahame Tooth) was being rebuilt.  

An amazing response with a satisfying outcome for 

the whole community. 

Amy 

 

 



BHG ACHIVES REPORT 

February 2023 

Enquiries 

• David responded to a query from the 

National Trust on the history of the 

Marylands Estate. In addition, Carol 

provided a copy of her notes on Maryland, 

plus a couple of photos. This information will 

be used in a booklet for NT members at a 

forthcoming ‘open house’, they have been 

asked to provide appropriate 

acknowledgement of BHG assistance. 

• Beryl received an enquiry about the Clout, 

Fahey and McWilliams families. She sent an 

index listing of the material we have in our 

archives and details of our research charges.  

• Beryl received, and responded to, an email 

from Carol Beard, a descendant of John 

Dimmock. She will be coming to Bundanoon 

around October and would like to gather 

some information on the Dimmock family.  

• Carol also helped facilitate a BHG member’s 

research into quarrying at Bundanoon.  

Heritage signage 

• The heritage sign for the Bundanoon Hotel 

has been installed near the Hotel entrance. 

Beryl has taken a photograph for the 

archives. 

BHG website 

• Beryl wrote an article about Gus Nicholas for 

the BHG website.  

• Beryl also edited the recording made of Bud 

Townsing’s presentation about Gus and 

Sarah Nicholas, Travelling Photographers. 

She has combined this with his Powerpoint 

presentation and made a movie which is the 

web site featured video for this month.  

Collections 

• Beryl has updated the Archive database with 

Ian's changes and additions.  

• Deborah McDougal sent Beryl her research 

document on the Tully, Wood and Bearman 

families. This will be added to the BHG 

archives.  

• Valerie Duncan has sent Beryl some 

Valentine's postcards stamped with 

Bundanoon. They are mostly Mabel Lucie 

Attwell and date from about 1940. These 

will also be added to the archives.  

Storage 

Ian has purchased fifteen Type 1 archive boxes from 

the company Archival Survival. These will be used to 

store archive items too large for storage in the 

cabinets. 

The Old Goods Shed is busy again. 

David Brennen 

Since re-opening at the beginning of February, the 

Old Goods Shed has been a relative hive of activity.   

Not from railway goods traffic, since long gone. Nor 

from rapacious termites, which thanks to Bugsters 

are being treated. But, once again, after a long 

closure due to Covid and refurbishment, from our 

local community.  

 

 



First there was Trish Arbib and Alan Matthews, as 

can be seen on the previous page, working hard on a 

busy Saturday morning opening, early February. Two 

lovely friendly faces welcoming passing visitors to 

explore inside. 

left to right: David Brennen, Wendy Tuckerman, Amy 

Press, Andy Carnahan, John White, Tim Charles, Gil 

Wheaton 

Then there was a drop-in visit from Wendy 

Tuckerman arranged by Andrew Killingsworth of 

TAHE (Transport Asset Holding Entity). As you 

probably know, TAHE owns the Bundanoon Railway 

Station whilst ARTC (Australian Rail Track 

Corporation) own the Old Goods Shed. All of which 

are part of our NSW State listed heritage Railway 

Station complex. 

Andrew had also opened the Signal Box and Ticket 

Office on the Station for Wendy’s visit.    

The occasion presented a great opportunity to show 

our refurbished Goods Shed, the refurbished railway 

rooms and the wonderful heritage assets we have 

slap bang centre in the middle of Bundanoon.   

Following Wendy’s visit the BHG hosted and 

participated in a joint workshop with TAHE, BCA and 

Freeman Ryan Design (a heritage design and 

interpretation consultancy used by TAHE). The 

workshop was facilitated by TAHE and we explored 

future opportunities for interpreting the heritage 

stories of the railway assets and promoting the 

heritage of the town.   

Finally, on 27 February we held an Induction and 

morning tea at the Shed. The idea was to acquaint 

members with what needs doing when we open the 

Shed to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

At Monday’s meeting Philip Morton will tell us some 

of the fascinating history of Ferndale, the property 

on Old Argyle Road. 

As previously announced, Helene Jessep has kindly 

invited us to a BBQ at the property straight after the 

meeting. 

BHG will supply food and soft drinks; BYO alcohol 

and glasses. A folding chair would also assist. 

There is a charge of $5pp, so you can look forward to 

much better than the traditional sausage on a slice 

of bread! 

TO GET TO FERNDALE, drive to the very end of 

Ferndale Rd (3.2km past Quarry Rd and the 

Carriage Club), then turn Right into Old Argyle Rd 

(good gravel) and drive 800m to the old sandstone 

gates of number 568. There will be a banner or flag 

at the gate. 

Drive in, view the ruins of the old house on your 

Right, to the top of the drive.  

Just before the tennis court turn hard Right through 

the open gate to the parking area. 

For catering purposes please let me know by return 

email if you will be coming. It will assist if you could 



pay by old-fashioned cash at the meeting, but credit 

card facilities will be available. 

ON THE TOUR FRONT: 

There are still a few places left for both our 2023 

tours, but they are rapidly filling. 

The Hawkesbury area will be our first venture, on 

May 9-11. It goes without saying that there is no 

shortage of historic buildings and interesting places 

to see.  

Tasmania, October 25 to November 7, is our most 

ambitious tour so far. It promises to be memorable. 

I had put together a PowerPoint presentation for an 

information session on February 21, only to 

encounter a blackout. We have therefore arranged 

another session, at the Bundanoon Club, on 

Wednesday March 15, commencing at 5.30pm. 

However, as places in the tour are limited, I suggest 

you let me know you are interested as soon as 

possible rather than waiting for the 15th. 

A lot of work has gone in to planning an itinerary 

which offers a blend of history and sightseeing, not 

to mention high-class accommodation and great 

food. Too much to detail here, but I would be very 

happy to discuss it with you. 

I can be contacted on 0418 265 529 or at 

rlc2578@gmail.com 

Ralph 

 

Bad Roads and Election promises 

Politicians, potholes and promises. The state of our 

local roads has been a hot topic in the lead up to 

many an election, as it was in 1922 when candidate 

Sir George Fuller was billed to speak in Bundanoon. 

On the evening of 25th February, his car became 

bogged on the dreadful road between Exeter and 

Bundanoon. In the meantime, local citizens were 

awaiting him at the Royal Hall to ask him what he 

would do with this very road if he were returned to 

power.  

Politician Stuck in the Mud.  

“Every political campaign has its humorous 

incidents, but a report in the Sydney papers gives 

details of one incident in which Fate played a sorry 

trick with a politician to the advantage, it is hoped, 

of the local residents. Sir George Fuller was 

proceeding by motor car from Bowral to Bundanoon 

near Goulburn where he was to speak that night. In 

the meantime, however, a deputation waited 

anxiously to interview him to ask whether he would 

improve that road if he is returned to power. The 

report in the Sydney 'Daily Telegraph' states that as 

the residents discussed the unexpected delay a very 

muddy and exhausted man struggled into 

Bundanoon and announced that Sir George Fuller 

and his party were stuck up and asked that 

reinforcements be sent to his assistance. Cars with 

ropes and chains were sent at once to the rescue but 

it was not till 11 o clock that the car was put upon a 

fairly firm surface, and the party then turned back 

for Bowral”. – Brisbane Courier 1 March 1922 

The Nationalist leader and Member for Wollondilly 

didn’t quite make it to his meeting, but he did make 

it to Parliament, becoming Premier after the April 

election that year. 

 

Finally… 

Thanks to John Vaughan for another interesting 

article (on the following Page) relating to the story of 

flags. 
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