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From the President     

Here we are, already in February 2022, and the 

new year racing by. The December Christmas 

luncheon at the Carriage Club feels long past.  

 

It was a big turnout, the weather held off and we 

catered for alfresco and internal dining.  

 

Santa Claus also dropped in to check we were 

behaving ourselves and we ended the year on a 

high. 

A huge thanks for the wonderful collective 

endeavors of Ralph Clark, his sub-committee, the 

Lions Club for a sumptuous spread, and the 

Southern Highlands Carriage Club for hosting. 

 

So, welcome everyone to our first Newsletter for 

2022.  A year, of optimism with much to look 

forward to.  

In March we will be voting in a new President, 

then, later, on 23 March, we will be hosting a 

Bundanoon History Tour for the National Trust of 

NSW. Guides from the BHG will be leading tours 

around the village showcasing our rich heritage.   

In April we have the much-anticipated trip to 

Norfolk Island, and a trip to Junee is planned for 

later in the year.   

Whilst we will be reverting to Zoom for our 

February meeting, we hope to be back in the Hall, 

face to face, for the March AGM. As always, Ralph 

Clark has lined up a great set of excellent speakers 

with interesting topics for the year ahead. 

Work has also started in the Old Goods Shed to 

freshen things up and upgrade the displays. The 

picture on the next page shows Don Gray and Peter 

Goulding hard at work.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Goods Shed will re-open to the public on 23 

March for the National Trust visit and from then 

onwards, Sunday Market days. 

Amy Press has produced this month’s Newsletter 

and amongst other things, Amy has included a 

couple of anniversary contributions from Secretary 

Steve and myself. 

Steve’s piece is on the 60th anniversary of TV 

coming to Bundanoon. 

Mine is on the history of the Aboriginal Tent 

Embassy - first erected 50 years ago on the lawns 

of Old Parliament House, Canberra. (I was in 

London at the time, and still remember the 

publicity, thrusting a spotlight around the world 

on the Aboriginal peoples’ land right struggles). 

Finally, two reminders: If you haven’t already paid, 

Membership renewals are now due ($20). And 

don’t forget the AGM in March. All members are 

very welcome to stand for the BHG Committee. 

Nomination Forms will be sent with this 

Newsletter for returning to Secretary Steve by 28th 

February 2022. 

Best wishes and stay safe. 
David  

Email:  david.brennen@yahoo.com  Tel: 0432 608 474 

 

 

The 50 Year History of the 

Aboriginal Tent Embassy, 

Canberra - 1972 – 2022                                 
David Brennen 

Since European settlement, Aboriginal people have 

been fighting to retain the rights to their 

traditional lands, never ceded. 

In the 1970s, inspired by the Black Power 

movement in the US, the Aboriginal people started 

to demand land rights for the areas that they had 

always lived on. Formally owning these land rights 

was seen as a significant step towards First Nations 

people’s independence.   

However, in April 1971 a landmark court decision 

over mining operations on Aboriginal land in the 

Northern Territory decided against the Aboriginal 

people and in favour of the mining company. Not 

only did it grant the mining company access to the 

traditional lands, but it also concluded that 

Australian common law did not recognise 

Aboriginal land rights.  

In response to the ruling, Aboriginal people 

travelled to Canberra and presented a number of 

demands to the Prime Minister at the time, 

William McMahon. They wanted: title to their land 

with a right to control development; royalties from 

the mining operations; and for the land to be 

returned once mining operations finished. 

Prime Minister McMahon heard their requests and 

promised to look at ways to protect Aboriginal 

interests.    

Fast forward 9 months and on the eve of Australia 

Day 1972, Prime Minister McMahon announced 

something rather different. Instead of granting 

title to the land, the government was asking the 

Aboriginal people to apply for 50-year leases for 

that which they considered was already theirs. 

There would be no title to mineral and forest 

rights, and they must prove to the government that 

they would put the land to 'reasonable' economic 

and social use.  

Next day, i.e., Australia Day 1972, four young 

Aboriginal activists descended on Canberra to 

protest against the decision. They erected the first 

Tent Embassy, a beach umbrella surrounded by 

placards in front of Parliament House proclaiming 

it an 'Aboriginal Embassy'. 

mailto:david.brennen@yahoo.com
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/land/


 

Establishment of Aboriginal Tent Embassy on 

Australia Day, 26 January 1972. From left: Michael 

Anderson, Billie Craigie, Bert Williams and Tony 

Coorey. Photo: Noel Hazard. NSW State Library  

Whilst many politicians and members of the public 

considered the tent a blot on the Canberra 

landscape and its occupants’ trespassers, the 

protest soon gained international media attention, 

delivering some great publicity for their cause, 

including a sponsored diplomatic visit to China. 

Gough Whitlam, leader of the opposition at the 

time also visited the Tent Embassy and offered 

support from any future Labor government. This 

happened after the McMahon coalition 

government was defeated in December 1972. 

In July 1972, six months after the Embassy was 

erected, the police tore it down. This was just three 

hours after the government had passed new laws 

making it illegal to camp on unleased land in the 

ACT. Later the Courts declared the new laws 

invalid and the Tent Embassy was re-instated. 

Between 1972 and 1992 the Tent Embassy was 

temporarily set up at several different places 

around Canberra. Even today, many still challenge 

its validity, and it has been the subject of a number 

of arson attacks over the years. 

In 1992, 20 years after the first protests, the 

embassy was permanently set up again on the 

lawns outside Old Parliament House.  

In 1995 the site was Heritage listed and has 

become a landmark in championing Aboriginal 

protest against government and indigenous issues.  

 

Aboriginal Tent Embassy in 2015   Photo: Wikipedia 

Now in 2022, 50 years on, the political demands 

have broadened. From initially taking on the 

Government over land rights, these days the 

Embassy is also campaigning for Aboriginal 

sovereignty, equality, and the right to self-

determination. 

 

A BUNDANOON INCIDENT. 
By Cat Ayers 

The Body in the Bag. 

Looking back to a day when a strange discovery in 

the main street turned out to be less The Bill and 

more Benny Hill. 

On Wednesday, in the main street of Bundanoon, 

an elderly gentleman was seen examining a 

peculiar looking bundle in a chaff bag in the 

middle of the road. Upon giving it a poke with his 

walking stick the bag sprang into life! About 300 

yards further along the road was a similar bundle 

doing its best to get a move on, but in vain. The 

explanation of the phenomenon was that just 

previously the local butcher had passed through 

the town and two pigs had fallen from his van. 

- Southern Mail Tuesday 10 May 1932 

We hope Mr Greason soon recovered his pigs. 

 

 

 



WIN 4 TELEVISION 
CELBRATES 60 YEARS  

ON 18TH MARCH 2022 
Bundanoon’s local television station – WIN 4, 

started transmission on the 18th of March 1962, 

so we are about to celebrate its 60th anniversary. 

Bundanoon is close enough to Sydney for some 

residents to have installed tall 

“pipe antennas” to receive the 

signal from Sydney. TCN 9 and 

ATN 7 started transmission in 

1956, together with ABN 2 and 

the Southern Highlands News 

published programme listings 

for 2-7-9.  

TELEVISION COMES TO AUSTRALIA - 

Australia had come late to television and this 

was because there was much political debate 

about the type of transmission structure 

Australia should have. The ALP felt they didn’t 

get a fair coverage from the existing newspapers. 

They wanted a wholly government owned TV 

network. The coalition wanted a network that 

was commercial in nature. After years of 

discussion, it was agreed that Australia would 

have a mix of government and commercial 

television much like the existing radio network.  

  

Canberra Times – 17/6/1956  

ILLAWARA LOOKS TO SYDNEY 

STATIONS - There were 6,000 TV sets in the 

WIN broadcast area outside of Wollongong 

when WIN started broadcasting, so some at least 

must have been in Bundanoon, attempting to 

receive the TV signals from Sydney. Grahame 

Tooth remembers attending school in 

Bundanoon in the late 1950s and rushing to his 

friend’s house who had a TV and could receive 

the Sydney channels to ensure they got home in 

time to watch “Rin-Tin-Tin”. John Hines’ family 

did not have a TV, but he remembers being on 

the school bus coming home from school and 

having to listen to other children discuss the 

latest TV shows they had watched. 

PURCHASING A TV SET – Televisions were 

sold by HG Palmers in Wollongong, who placed 

full page advertisements in local newspapers. 

HG Palmer had opened a store in Wollongong in 

1938. TV sets were expensive. In 1967 a modest 

Kreisler TV cost $257 and the full TV stereogram 

from Astor $500. (In today’s money $3,558 and 

nearly $7,000 respectively!) Average weekly 

earnings were $57 ($530 in today’s dollars). 

 

Southern Highlands News – 24/8/1967 from 

the Grahame Tooth collection 

Local TV Retailers – Television sets were 

purchased locally, with one store, Finlayson’s of 

Moss Vale a favourite for Bundanoon locals. 

Finlayson’s had opened in 1908 and although 

they have had several names they still operate 

today as the Harvey Norman franchise in Moss 

Vale. 

 

Berrima District Post – 12/1/1962  



Speaking to Mrs Ellsmore, she couldn’t 

remember that TV was greeted with much 

excitement in Bundanoon but commented that 

they bought their first TV set from Finlayson’s. 

RECEIVING LICENCES - A receiving licence 

for both radio and TV was required, with 

payment able to be made at the post office. 

Radio and TV Licences were abolished by the 

Whitlam government in 1974.  

 

1967 Receiving Licence for Alma Akrigg (prop 

of the Bellevue Guest House from the Grahame  

Tooth collection 

There were penalties for not having a licence as 

the newspaper article below shows.  

 

Southern Highlands News – 24/8/1967 from 

the Grahame Tooth collection 

GUEST HOUSES - The Bellevue Park 

Guesthouse advertised they had a TV from the 

late 1950s and Grahame Tooth remembers the 

TV was in a locked cupboard in a guest lounge 

which was only unlocked at certain times of the 

day. 

  

 

Bellevue Park brochure (late 50s, early 60s) 

from the Grahame Tooth collection 

John Hines remembers “The Knoll’ guesthouse 

having a TV in 1965 and going up to the guest 

house to watch “The Beverly Hillbillies”. John 

recounted that they watched TV in a darkened 

room with curtains pulled and a candle on the 

TV. 



REGIONAL TV EXPANSION -Although it 

was possible to pick up Sydney stations in a wide 

area around the metropolitan area there was a 

growing clamour for regional NSW to have local 

stations. In the early 1960s my family lived in 

Maitland and we had a large TV aerial to pick up 

the Sydney stations. Reception was frequently 

plagued by ghosting and snow. True to form a 

political discussion ensued about who should be 

allowed to own the country transmission 

licences.  

ATN 7 and TCN 9 were owned by newspapers, 

Fairfax and Consolidated Press (The Packers) 

respectively and they were fearful that television 

would cause their newspaper circulations to fall. 

The opposing viewpoint felt allowing the large 

newspapers to own multiple TV stations could 

lead to monopoly in media with a vigorous 

debate that went on for years. WIN TV had been 

incorporated by local business owners in 1955 

and they began lobbying for a local Wollongong 

transmission at that time. 

WIN 4 STARTS TRANSMISSION - Regional 

TV started in 1961 in Gippsland Victoria 

followed by several Victorian stations. NBN in 

Newcastle was the first regional television 

station to start broadcasting in NSW in 1962., 

with WIN in Wollongong not far behind at 

5:15pm on 18th March 1962. Unfortunately, the 

first words by newsreader Max Ambrose were 

never heard due to a technical fault. You can see 

a special 50th anniversary broadcast held by the 

National Film and Sound Archive here WIN 

Golden Anniversary Broadcast.  

 

Southern Highlands News 12/3/1962 

Initially WIN broadcast for 38 hours a week. The 

programme extract from the SHN on 12/3/1962 

for the next week, shows programmes for 7. 9 

and 2 on Saturday 17/3/62 and then on Sunday 

18/3/62 they are joined by programmes for 

Channel 4. 

 

 

 

The line-up for that Sunday seems 

underwhelming now and apart from the news, 

all American. After the opening, the programme 

included programmes for the children “Cartoon 

Time” , then Adventures of Champion”, an 

American children’s western from 1955. This 

was followed by the news and then “High 

Adventure” , an American nature show. Then 

came the 1944 US submarine movie 

“Destination Tokyo” starring Cary Grant. Finally 

WIN broadcast “Playboy’s Penthouse” a 1959 US 

chat show hosted by Hugh Hefner. Contrast this 

slightly risqué broadcast offering from Channel 

4 with ABC’s final offering of the night – 

“Members of the Student Christian Movement’s 

National Conference”. 

Broadcast Towers - WIN broadcast its signal 

(as it does today) from Knights Hill at the edge 

of the Illawarra escarpment near to Robertson. 

Knights Hill is 36.3km from Bundanoon and 

when transmission started it was claimed WIN 

could broadcast 350km in any direction. At that 

time my family lived in Bega, which is 270km 

from Wollongong (as the crow flies) and we 

could certainly pick up WIN but it wasn’t a very 

good signal.  

Whilst Bundanoon is still classed as having a 

variable signal (as anyone one of us will attest on 

a windy, stormy night) at least there are no large 

geographic features between Bundanoon and 

Knights Hill. Bowral and Mittagong have Mt 

Gibraltar and the Mittagong Ranges which 

disrupts the signal from Knights Hill, and they 

needed a repeater station to be built on Mt 

Gibraltar for those towns to receive a 

satisfactory signal.  

 

Bundanoon to Knights Hill 

https://www.nfsa.gov.au/latest/television-comes-regional-australia
https://www.nfsa.gov.au/latest/television-comes-regional-australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Adventures_of_Champion_(TV_series)#:~:text=The%20Adventures%20of%20Champion%20is%20an%20American%20children%27s,re-broadcast%20under%20the%20title%20Champion%20the%20Wonder%20Horse.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Adventure_(TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Adventure_(TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destination_Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playboy%27s_Penthouse


LOCAL TV BEYOND WIN - The ABC started 

its transmission from Knights Hill on 28th 

October 1963 (ABWN 5A). The ABC transmitter 

now owned by Broadcast Australia also now 

transmits SBS. The WIN transmitter now 

transmits the signals for Win (9), 7 and 10. In 

1963 Rupert Murdoch bought WIN, with a view 

of transmitting programmes into the Sydney 

market. That didn’t eventuate with ATN/TCN 

blocking this move. In 1979 Murdoch sold his 

interest in WIN to have a controlling interest in 

the 0-10 network. He then sold WIN to Bruce 

Gordon 

“C” Day 1/3/1975 - Mrs Greason tells the story 

of reception being poor until colour TV was 

introduced. She tells the story of looking forward 

to watching a good movie on a Sunday evening, 

sitting down to watch and the fog rolling in with 

a reduction in picture quality at the same time.  

Analogue TV was turned off in Southern NSW 

on 5/6/2012. 

By Steve Press 

The Generous Volunteers of 
Bundanoon 
By Amy Press 

There can be no doubting the generosity of the 

Bundanoon community when the word ‘volunteer’ 

is mentioned. Why is this so? 

Let’s begin with the early settlers.  

According to the ‘Scrutineer & Bowral District 

Press’, Saturday 19th May 1894, Bundanoon had 

celebrated the Harvest Festival in the Church of 

England with an abundance of donated produce. 

On this day, enough money was raised to purchase 

a new organ, with enough money left over for 

carpeting and the purchase of hymn books. 

On the 4thAugust 1915, it was reported that 

Bundanoon celebrated Australia Day on Friday 

July 30th.At 3pm, the Union Jack was laid out on 

the floor of the hall and people were asked to place 

their coins on the flag for the wounded soldiers. By 

5pm they had collected two hundred and fifty 

pounds. This was quickly followed by a variety of 

choral presentations, Highland Flings and Sailors 

Hornpipes and, finally, an auction was held. At the 

close of the evening of entertainment, a total of 

three hundred and nine pounds was greeted with 

rounds of applause and cheers. 

The war effort continued. On Saturday 9th October 

1915, in connection with a branch of the Red Cross 

Society, a gift evening and social was held in the 

public hall. Mrs W.A. Nicholas (President) booked 

in over ninety-six gifts and three pounds in money. 

The ‘Comfort Gifts’, along with pyjama suits, 

shirts, socks etc, were packed and sent, by 

community request, to Egypt. Before departure, 

the President encouraged people to regularly 

attend the hall on Wednesday afternoons to help in 

making up these ‘comforts’ for the soldiers. 

Skip forward to Saturday 15th March 1924 where 

the Reverend G. Carver, made a request for 

donations to the Berrima District Hospital in 

Bowral. The Sunday School children and their 

teacher made donations of fruit, flowers, 

vegetables, eggs, preserves and groceries. At the 

conclusion of the collection, Mr Mildenhall packed 

everything up and sent it by the next train to 

Bowral. 

Another account on the 25th April 1931 sees the 

local branch of the C.W.A. also supporting the 

Berrima District Hospital. A dance was held with 

music supplied by Mr Corry’s orchestra and 

fourteen Pounds were forwarded to the hospital. 

On other occasions the need for volunteers arose 

from the need for new community facilities. The 

present-day Bundanoon Club began as the 

Bundanoon Bowling Green with the council 

turning the first sods on the 22nd June 1955 on the 

present site at Erith St. Handwritten notes were 

found in the archives of the club indicating that the 

first working bee of volunteers happened on the 

23rd July with Messers Counsel, Marr, English, 

Peterson, Bunker, Turner, Clyne, Berry and 

Bearman digging mains and trenches and levelling 

about four loads of ash followed by afternoon tea. 

A shed was required so they purchased an old bank 

building from town and moved it in place on the 

12th August during ‘bitterly cold weather and biting 

westerly winds’. Soil was carted from Teudts Road, 

lots of blood and bone added, 28 post holes dug for 

a new bush fence and on the 12th October, the grass 

seeds were spread by volunteers.  



The ground was watered three times a day until it 

finally rained on 24th November. During this time, 

the new clubhouse was built, painted, and fitted 

out by volunteers with an unofficial opening 

afternoon tea on 1st July, and finally setting up for 

the official handover ceremony ‘in perfect weather’ 

in October 1956. So great was the volunteer spirit 

of these dedicated members that it continues to 

this day in the running of the club. 

Finally, in 2021, a request for Bundanoon knitters 

went out in October for a special ‘Yarn Bombing’ 

group to decorate the town for Christmas. Twenty-

one women and one man volunteered. From 

Burrawang, Penrose, Wingello, Tallong, Exeter and 

Bundanoon. Young and old(er), led by ‘Kitty 

Knitter’, furiously knitted long striped red and 

white panels to decorate almost every pole in the 

town. The ‘Candy Canes’ saw many a smile on the 

faces of children and adults. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No wonder we are a town of great volunteers! 

 

A Final Word from the Guest Editor 
A friendly reminder to stay safe!  

We all thought that 2022 would see the end of the 

Virus but that has not happened. The new variant 

omicron has turned out to be more virulent than other 

strains. This has been evident in even the most 

cautious, with several members of the History Group 

contacting COVID. 

With extra care, we will all be together in the Soldiers 

Memorial Hall at the beginning of March looking 

forward to a wonderful year. 

Upcoming Events  

Mon 31 Jan – 4pm: Committee Meeting Zoom. 

Mon 7 Feb – 10.30 am: Members’ Meeting 
Zoom. "Gems from the Archives - a 
photographic History Tour of Bundanoon" 
Author - Beryl Seckington 

Mon 7 Mar – 10 am: AGM & Members’ 
Meeting Soldiers’ Memorial Hall.   

Tues 15 Mar: A one-day coach trip to Yass – 
POSTPONED 

21-29 April: Norfolk Island (Fully Booked) 


