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An	Appeal	from	the	President					
 

 
 
I have really enjoyed my time as your President for 
the past four years but, as per the Constitution, 
the time has come for me to move on, making the 
Presidential chair vacant from March 2022. 
 
It was an honour for me to step up to the role in 
2018 for what has proved to be an interesting and 
rewarding time. I strongly believe the strength of 
the BHG is in its members, and we now need 
another member to step up.   
 
It’s not a pre-requisite to have been a Committee 
member. We have a very strong management 
team and I know that if you stand for President 
they will support you wholeheartedly.  I am also 
happy to stay on the Committee, if elected, to 
help. 
 
Please do give it consideration.  It’s the sort of 
conversation that’s easiest over a cuppa.  What 
do you think?  It’s my wish to have a succession 
plan in place before the March AGM. I very much 
look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you. 
 
David  

Email:  david.brennen@yahoo.com  Tel: 0432 608 474	

Annual	Membership	fee	2022				

For most, if not all of the 21st century, annual 
membership of the BHG has been static at $10.  To 
put this in perspective, back in 2000, you could buy 
an average house in Sydney for around $300,000 
whilst these days the same property will cost you 
well over $1,000,000.  

Now, thanks to the Covid pandemic, we have 
experienced a major drop in revenue and rising 
annual running costs (now almost $6000 pa).  So in 
2022, we are increasing our annual membership to 
$20.  This ensures that despite whatever virus 
mutations may be lurking out there, or anything else 
impacting business as usual, we will be able to 
maintain sufficient reserves in the bank to keep the 
Group running and pay our way for another year.   

And on the other hand, as we further embrace a 
cashless society, we will be abolishing gold coin 
donations at meetings.   

Membership Renewal Forms will be issued shortly. 

Remembrance	Day	-	2021				

 



The BHG, along with other community groups laid a 
wreath at the Remembrance Day service in 
Bundanoon on 11 November behind the Soldiers’ 
Memorial Hall.  

Representatives of Bundanoon Public School took 
part by lowering and raising The Australian and New 
Zealand flags, whilst the lone piper and one minute 
silence were especially poignant.   

Robert Williams, RSL President gave a sobering 
reminder of the millions of civilian casualties incurred 
during two World Wars, and more recent conflicts, 
followed by prayers led by Jeremy Tonks. 

There were at least 100 members of the community 
present, of all ages. 

Coming	out	of	Covid	Celebration		

It was great to see around 50 members at our late 
afternoon celebration at Gambells Rest, Morton 
National Park on 18 November.  A superb location, 
good weather, good company and the usual BBQ 
sausages and drinks made for a very successful 
occasion. Thanks to Ralph, Kerry, Don, Di, Peter and 
the team for the catering, and for everyone who 
showed up. 

	

Recognise these two happy smiling faces?	

	

Greg Olson, Ted and Alison Ayers, Neil Wright.	

	

	

“Hoppy’s bangers” being sizzled by Don Gray and 
Warren Schellack         All photos by Steve Press	

	

Plans	for	a	Celebration	of	the	Soldiers’	
Memorial	Hall							Alison	Ayers	–	Display	Co-
ordinator	

	
Pic	from	BHG	Archives	

The BHG is looking for images, mementos, 
memorabilia and treasures for a display celebrating 
the history of the Soldiers' Memorial Hall in 
Bundanoon. 

We will draw from the History Group archives but we 
also seek input from the community. To celebrate 
the Hall's place at the heart of village life we are 
calling for loans or donations of photos, collateral 
such as tickets/fliers/programmes, even home 
movies. Does someone have a Deb dress or evening 
gown from the 1930-1950 eras? Fields of interest 
include all the ways in which the Hall has been used 
- as a theatre and cinema, for dances, weddings and 
deb balls, school events, garden events, indoor 
sports, craft shows, antique shows, ANZAC events - 
if it happened in the Hall we are interested!  



The History Group is planning a display in 2022, 
which will include the ceremonial engraved trowel 
given to Mr Dunningham M.L.A. in 1934, when he 
laid the foundation stone of the Hall, and which has 
since been donated to the BHG by a group of local 
residents. 

If you can assist, please contact Ralph Clark, or 
Alison Ayers - alisonayers@bluebirdpr.com 	
	

Bundanoon	Water	Supply	Dams	
Ian	Smith	–	Archive	Team	Co-ordinator	

Today, Bundanoon’s water supply comes chiefly 
from the Bundanoon Creek dam. Prior to this dam’s 
construction in 1958 Bundanoon residents met their 
water supply needs from various sources e.g. home 
water tanks, springs, and wells. This article is about 
three dams, two of them being used to supply 
drinking water, and a third dam whose purpose is a 
bit of a mystery. 

Bundanoon Hotel Dam  

This dam is in a gully formed by a spring-fed creek 
running south from the Penrose Road and opposite 
Shangri-La Road intersection. Some way down the 
creek is a small waterfall that has created a sizeable 
pool at its base. Just below the pool a low dam wall 
was built though today little remains of it. 

	

Hotel dam water source and dam wall 

Parish maps shows that the surrounding land was 
reserved on 18 April 1889 as a water supply source. 

Sometime around 1940 Ella Tyler, owner of the 
Bundanoon Hotel, purchased 597 acres (237.5 
hectares) of land that encompassed this creek. In 
what was both an enterprising venture and a feat of 
engineering Ella had the dam constructed on the 
creek. She also had constructed an adjacent shed 
housing pumping equipment and piping that went all 
the way into Bundanoon.  

 

Hotel dam pump shed 

In the roof cavity of the hotel Ella installed nine tanks 
to hold the water pumped from the dam. From here 
water, for a fee, was reticulated to some 60 
properties in Bundanoon. 

Interestingly, in 1937 Ella had called for tenders to 
build underground water tanks with a 50,000 gallon 
(189,270 litre) capacity. Although it’s unclear where 
they were to be built it is known that two water tanks 
were once to be found at the apex of William Street; 
one can only assume that Ella also built these tanks. 
It has also been suggested that water from Ella’s 
dam was piped directly to the William Street tanks 
and then gravity fed to tanks in the roof of the hotel. 

In December 1970 Mr. B. Richardson (the National 
Parks & Wildlife Service District Ranger) inspected 
and reported on the remains of the dam. He noted 
that the dam was constructed of reinforced rubble 
and concrete but had broken away at the base, 
allowing the stream to flow through. He found the 
dam wall was approximately 4 feet high (1.2 metres) 
but there was heavy siltation back to the stream 
entrance.  Above the creek a road from Penrose 
Road led south to above the dam and from here an 
access track and from there a stepped path gave 
access to the dam and shed. 

Within the corrugated iron shed are the remains of 
the pumping equipment. The pump was made by 



Miller & Co (Machinery) P/L of South Melbourne and 
Bendigo and bears the brand “Welch Perrin 
Melbourne”. From here fibro pipes ran toward 
Bundanoon; remnant lengths of pipe can still be 
located in the bush. 

Garland Road Dam 

This dam was owned by ‘Greenways’ guest house. 
Located north of Garland Road along a creek 
draining from a spring on Panorama Road this 2 to 3 
metre high weir is made of concrete. Unmaintained, 
the dam is now silted up. Any pumping machinery, 
etc. are no longer extant though there is a small 
concrete slab and pipe that were probably 
connected to the pumping works. 

 

Garland Road – silted up dam 

The property ‘Glenboyne’ (originally owned by the 
owners of ‘Greenways’, Mrs. L.E. Everett) in 
Viewland Street had rights to receive a supply of 
water from the dam. ‘Greenways’ reserved 1500 
gallons (5,678 litres) per day for their use, plus they 
also had priority access to water above the needs of 
other users. By an agreement made in 1941, 
‘Glenboyne’ was entitled to 250 gallons (946 litres) 
per day and paid a set fee for this metered supply; 
they too had priority above other possible users. 
This arrangement would expire if the Council was to 
provide a permanent water supply, or if the spring 
ceased to flow. 

Dimmocks Creek Dam 

This dam is a source of some mystery. On 5 
February 1937 Mr. RJ Davison, Wingecarribee 
Shire’s water work’s engineer, inspected Dimmocks 
Creek for a temporary water supply for Bundanoon 
but as the creek was dry he rejected its feasibility for 
a dam. 

However, at the head of the creek is a substantial 
concrete dam some 5-6 metres high. There was also 
a shed housing the pumping equipment; today 
unfortunately, this shed is now quite dilapidated 
probably a casualty of the 2020 bushfire. Unlike the 
Garland Road dam, this dam is not silted up.  

 

Water backed-up by the Dimmocks Creek dam 

 

 

Wall of the Dimmocks Creek dam 

There is a reticulation pipe heading west from the 
shed, but it’s quite unclear where it headed to – did 
it just service one of the nearby properties (e.g. 
‘Spring Hill) or was it supplying the water tanks at 
the apex of William Street? Given the substantial 
nature of the dam, the latter option seems the most 
likely, especially when we know the William Street 
tanks were used for domestic water supply. 
Intriguingly, at the bottom of William Street, next to 
the Glow Worm Glen track, there is an air vent pipe – 
was this connected with pumping of water from this 
dam? Clearly, there are many mysteries about this 
dam to be solved.  



	

Venting pipe in William Street 

	

Water pipe leading towards Bundanoon from the 
Dimmocks Creek dam 

	

Oral	History	Project	Update	
Jim	Rooney	–	Co-ordinator	

Members of the Oral History Project team continued 
to meet on a monthly basis. Whilst there have been 
no interviews completed since the last report, we 
conducted an interview refresher course in late 
November and hope to restart the face-to-face oral 
history interviews shortly after that. 

Led by Francesca Beddie, a grant application has 
been submitted to request funds to continue the 
good work of the Bushfire Archive project. Let’s see 
what happens next month. This being our last 
meeting for 2021, I would like to thank members of 
the project team for their great work in difficult 
circumstances, most of the Bushfire Project 
interviews having to be conducted online earlier in 

the year. Our monthly meetings will resume in early 
February 2022. 

	
Archive	Team	Report	
Ian Smith – Co-ordinator 

New Member 

• Alison Ayres has joined the Archives Group. 

BHG Website 

• Beryl has prepared another short movie to 
go on the website in November.  

• Beryl also received an alert from web 
hosting to say that we were nearly out of 
space on the website.  Organised to have 
our allowed space doubled.  We won’t be 
charged any extra for this until 2022, when 
the next payment is due.  

Oral History 

• Attended an oral history meeting (organised 
by Jim Rooney) on 22 November. We also  
attended (on 29 November) an oral history 
training workshop, also organised by Jim. 
Carol has reviewed his background briefing 
for the workshop. 

• OTTER transcription system (voice to text) – 
Beryl has evaluated its efficacy and the 
system is now in place for use by the oral 
history team; she has arranged a 50% 
discount on our subscription fee. 

Bushfire Project 

• Beryl has continued assisting with the 
selection of photos, video and audio for the 
new website. 

Images Collection  

• Beryl continues to add several new items to 
the photos database. 

Library 

• Bud Townsing donated a copy of his book, 
Travelling Photographers Volume 2, to the 
BHG library.  It will be added to the Library. 

Old Goods Shed 

• The laptop in the Shed continues to cause 
problems – Beryl has been investigating a 
replacement.     



Heritage Matters 

• Carol continues to liaise with Dennis 
McManus (Wingecarribee Council) ref. 
heritage listing of sites in Bundanoon; 
Council has been slow in dealing with this 
issue. 

• Removal of trees in Old Wingello Road - 
Carol & David have sent a letter of complaint 
to Council re the destruction of native trees 
at the front of the proposed seniors’ housing 
development site. 

Pharmacy 

• Ralph, with Beryl’s assistance, has been 
researching the history of the pharmacy; 
Ralph is developing a history of the 
pharmacy in Bundanoon. 

 

Exhibitions 

• Ralph, and Alison and Ted Ayres are 
planning an exhibition on the Soldiers 
Memorial Hall and its predecessors.  More 
details later.  

• Beryl has provided some low res photos and 
information from the archives ref. the Hall 
exhibition.  

Talks & Articles 

• Ian, Carol, David and Ralph gave 
presentations at the November BHG 
meeting. 
 

• Ian has researched and written articles for 
forthcoming BHG newsletters. 

Meetings 

• An archives group meeting was held on 26 
November. Matters discussed including 
facilitating digitisation, Bundanoon places for 
heritage listing, heritage trail signage project, 
enhanced future exhibitions using AV 
technology, Soldiers Memorial Hall 
exhibition, and establishing a register of new 
businesses in heritage zone. 

Image Requests Finalised 

• From the JCG editor for some tennis photos 
for an article in the next edition.   

• From Alison Ayres for photos of Robert 
Bowmaker for a story she is writing.  
	

	

	
	
…and	that’s	it	for	another	year!	
	

	

This is our last Newsletter for 2021 and we are 
having a break. It has been another challenging, 
unpredictable but very successful BHG year, full of 
achievement. Thank you all for your massive support 
and a special thanks to our Committee, Oral History, 
Bushfire and Archive teams. 

I hope you enjoy the festive season, and everyone 
keeps well.  I look forward to seeing you at the Xmas 
Lunch, or in 2022 when we have an exciting 
schedule of events and trips to look forward to.   

Merry Christmas everyone! 

David 

Upcoming	Events		
Mon	6	Dec	-	11.00:	BHG	December	Meeting	
and	Xmas	Lunch	Southern	Highlands	Carriage	
Club.		(Fully	Booked)			

Sun	19	Dec	:	BHG	Market	Day	Stall:	Bundanoon	
Makers	Market,	Church	Street		

Mon	31	Jan	-	4pm	Committee	Meeting:	
location	tbc	

Mon	7	Feb	–	10	am:		Members’	Meeting	
Soldiers’	Memorial	Hall.		Guest	Speaker	:	Chris	
Thompson,	author	of	the	recent	book	Mitchell’s	
County	Town	–	Berrima	1831	–	1841	

Mon	7	Mar	–		10	am:	AGM	&	Members’	
Meeting	Soldiers’	Memorial	Hall.			

Tues	15	Mar:	A	one-day	coach	trip	to	Yass	–	
details	to	be	published	later.	

21-29	April:	Norfolk	Island	(Fully	Booked)	

				

	


