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The (Guest) Editor’s ramble
st

November Meeting: Wonderful that we can hold our 1
November meeting in the Hall. I am very much looking
forward to it and we are in for a real treat. Not only are
we back to morning tea but we will be treated to
presentations from the Archive Team on four fascinating
buildings in Bundanoon.
No need to book, just turn up (with mask and your
double vax certificate), collect your morning tea, take a
seat, keep a social distance, sit down and enjoy.
Christmas Luncheon: With threats of shortages of
traditional Christmas fare, it feels that we have been
catapaulted early this year into the festive season. It’s
now only six weeks to our Xmas Luncheon which once
again will be held at the Southern Highlands Carriage
Club, with catering by the Lions Club.
Ralph and his subcommittee are already working hard to
make it another memorable occasion. Save the date Monday 6 December. Details to be published soon.
NSW Heritage Blue Plaques: Don’t worry if you have
never seen a Heritage Blue plaque before; they are
plastered all over London. The NSW Blue Plaques
program is part of a new $5 million heritage grant
initiative funded by the State Government.
Not wishing for Bundanoon to miss out, our Archive
Team has nominated Gus Nicholas, along with his first
wife Sarah and second wife Sarah Elizabeth, to be
celebrated with a Blue Plaque on the ‘Pill Factory’.

We felt the Nicholas family was well worthy of
recognition because of their leading role in the
Bundanoon community. Gus always wanted the best for
Bundanoon and even promoted the village as a
candidate for the new Federal capital. His first wife Sarah
was a women’s advocate, and their legacy of
photographs of people, events, landscapes of early
Bundanoon and elsewhere in NSW in the late 1800s is
irreplaceable.
Coincidently, Bud Townsing recently presented BHG with
a copy of his latest book on this topic, which contains
some wonderful images. Look for it in the OGS library.

How quickly nearly half a year goes!
It is five months since late May, when it was last my turn
to produce a BHG newsletter. And what months they
have been.
Less than three weeks later an airport limousine driver
felt ill and was tested for Covid. Positive. Lockdowns
ensued. BHG meetings ceased.
What a joy it will be to meet in the Hall again on
Monday! And to visit the Club or a local restaurant
again, as we enter the second-last month of the year. I
am even looking forward to a haircut before much
longer. Or am I? Which led to the ramblings on the last
page of this newsletter.
Also included is an article from Archives team
coordinator Ian Smith, looking back to the 1939
bushfire. It provides quite some food for thought.
And talking of food, we have another recipe from Beryl’s
kitchen. I hope it’s as good as the last one.
Also in this issue are some suggestions of things to do,
an update on my friend James Cook, some dates from
the past and a plug for family history. This is one of my
many hobby-horses; even if you do not wish to spend
time, and potentially money, on researching your family
I suggest you owe it to your children, grandchildren and
future generations to at least jot down some notes.
These can be things your parents and grandparents told
you, memories of your own life, or anything which
comes to mind. And don’t forget the (captioned) photos.

Still on the subject of family history, congratulations to
BHG member Michele Bomford, who was recently
awarded the significant Society of Australian
Genealogists Croker prize for biography.
To quote the judges: “Although choosing a winning entry
from an impressive array of entries was always going to be
a challenge, the Committee found a clear winner in
Conduct Unbecoming: Matthew Burnside and the
Providence Scandal, 1826, written by a deserving Michele
Bomford from Bundanoon.

David

“Michele’s entry, which can be found on the following
pages, was a thoroughly researched and at times
humorous tale about a dramatic fall from grace for a
surgeon superintendent of a convict transport ship.
Congratulations Michele!”.

Email: david.brennen@yahoo.com Tel: 0432 608 474

Ralph Clark Acting Editor for October

Finally, my thanks to Ralph Clark for guest editing this
month’s newsletter.
Best wishes,

President: David Brennen
Vice President: Don Gray
Secretary: Steve Press
Treasurer: David LeCheminant
Committee: Ralph Clark, Dianne Gray, Kerri Goulding, Graham Morgan, Amy Press, Beryl Seckington,
BHG Bank details: BSB: 641 800 Account: 017104781 Ref: (your name or reference) Website: www.bundanoonhistory.org.au

Coming Events

Oral History

NB: Please note that the BHG Covid policy requires that
evidence of compliance of double-vaccination or
government-approved medical exemption must be
shown before admission to ALL BHG events.

The Oral History team, led by Jim Rooney, has naturally
been frustrated by the restrictions on home visits over
recent months, so is excited at being able to resume
‘normal’ operations.

Monday November 1: We resume BHG Monthly
meetings in the Hall. 10.00am morning tea, the
meeting commences at 10.30am.

Over the past few months the list of potential
interviewees has been refined, with several names
added. Most pleasingly, a couple more members have
volunteered to join the interview team. Jim will be
conducting a training session during November, so if
any other BHG member has been thinking of getting
involved this is a good opportunity.

Please be ready to show proof of vaccination status
and to use the QR code at the entry. There will be a
sheet for those not able to use the code system.
Please bring your own mug for tea / coffee. All food will
be served to you with tongs.
Four members of the Archives team will present short
illustrated talks about significant Bundanoon
properties.
Tuesday November 16: We have arranged a social gettogether at Gambell’s Rest picnic area. Wine and soft
drinks will be provided and a sausage-sizzle will be in
operation. Please bring your own glass.
This will be a chance to get out-of-doors and enjoy
some fellowship with other members.
Monday November 29: Committee meeting - 4.00pm
at 9 Penola Street.
Tuesday December 6: Christmas luncheon at the
Carriage Club building in Quarry Rd. From 11.00am.
The Lions Club will again cater for the meal, while BHG
will provide drinks and extras. The will be a cost of $20.
BHG banking details are on the front of this newsletter.
Sunday February 6: Old Goods Shed open days
recommence with a new display.
Monday February 7: First BHG monthly meeting for
2022.

Monday March 7: BHG AGM.

Heritage Trail
We have received many favourable comments after
the installation of our first interpretive signs in the
village. The trail brochure has been reprinted, so we
now have ample supplies. These will be made available
in the OGS, online, and in a few businesses in the main
street.
The Archives team is now looking at possible sites for
stage two of the project, so that we will be in a position
to look for funding.

We have been investigating voice recognition software
over the past month or so, with promising results. If
successful this will significantly reduce the time taken
for transcription of our interviews. Again, volunteers
with even minimal typing skills would be very welcome
to assist with this task.

The Pharmacy
Many residents have been curious as to what the large
window outside the ne Pharmacy building will look like
when they are finished.
Both the History Group and BCA have been talking to
the owners, who are anxious that such an important
part of the Bundanoon Heritage precinct should be
something of which they and the village can be proud.
A final concept will be ready for submission to Council
around the time this newsletter is read. The preliminary
designs indicate include images appropriate to the
building’s location and heritage precinct. I am sure we
will all be happy with the result.
Tours
We are planning a return to normality next year, after a
year without any coach excursions.

Our first 2022 trip will be to the historic town of Yass,
on Tuesday March 15. More details later.
We have 33 going on the BHG Norfolk Island trip in
April, our most ambitious tour to date. This will be trip
to remember.
There will be another one-day coach trip around the
middle of the year - destination TBA..
Later in 2022, probably around mid-October, we are
planning a three-day coach excursion based on the
historic Railway town of Junee. There is a lot to see and
do in that part of NSW, so remember this one.

Family history is more than deaths, dates and departures. We’re more interested in interpreting what these events actually
mean, and connecting the dots to discover the unique stories that explain our place in the world. The
basic facts are the foundations of any well-crafted family history, but there is so much more to the
story. Family histories change with each retelling; each version can tell us something about the past
and the present. They are a bridge between public and private, official and personal, and situate our
unique stories in a broader narrative. Time to think about one for your family?

Bundanoon and the 1939 Bushfires
January 1939 was a time of catastrophic bushfires in
Victoria (the infamous ‘Black Friday’ fires) that claimed
71 lives. New South Wales also experienced
devastating fires - on the South Coast, at Bathurst,
Sydney, and Oberon, as well as Penrose, Bundanoon
and the Southern Highlands.

14 January, by 10.00am, a strong north-westerly wind
sprang up that was described as being “straight from
the hobs of hell.” (The thermometer soared to 45.3oC
on that day at Observatory Hill.)

Six people lost their lives. Kangaroo Valley experienced
the worst bushfires for thirty years while at Mittagong
fire came within 200 metres of the town centre and
twenty homes and businesses were lost. Most of these
fires appear to have started as isolated outbreaks
rather than emanating from a larger fire.

On Saturday 14 January, a day that experienced “the
worst heat in the history of NSW”, a bushfire broke out
north of Penrose and Bundanoon. Fanned by a strong
north-westerly wind this fire quickly jumped the Hume
Highway, swept through Penrose State Forest
destroying a forester’s house and into Penrose,
destroying nine houses, two stores, a church and fruitpacking shed plus at least eight farm houses.
Though most of the press reports concentrated on this
devastation at Penrose, Bundanoon was not spared – it
lost seven houses including that of Ivy and Norman De
Meryck at their property “Ben Nevis”.

At this time there was a camp of workers in the
eucalypt forest about eight kilometres from Penrose
Forest at Paddy’s River. Here several men occupied five
huts. One of these men was Cyril James Hayward (aged
39) who on that morning decided to boil a billy for tea.
There was a fireplace in his hut but because of the heat
of the day he lit a fire outside, 3.5 metres from the
huts but less than a metre from dry grass that
surrounded the area.

Having boiled his billy he doused the fire then took his
tea inside his hut. Three minutes later he heard a
crackling noise and running outside he found that the
fire had re-ignited and had set the dry grass alight. He
tried valiantly to stop the flames, fighting them till he
was exhausted, but the fire, fanned by the strong
winds, soon burnt down his hut and all his possessions.

View of burnt-out Gullies from De Meyrick's hill (now
Ben Nevis Crct) (BHG Image collection)

The fire that struck Bundanoon and Penrose originated
in quite ordinary circumstances.
With regard to rainfall, 1938 was a typical year with
1035mm recorded at Bundanoon (Ballymena). About
620mm or rain had fallen between August and
November so the pastures and the bush would have
been as lush as they were in the 2020 spring.
Then the rain ceased - just 12 mm during the seven
weeks prior to 14 January 1939. Maximum daily
temperatures were also extreme. The nearest sites
where the daily temperature was recorded at that time
were Canberra (Acton) and Sydney (Observatory Hill).
From New Years Day till 14 January the maximum daily
temperature recorded in Canberra exceeded 31oC, and
maximum temperatures hovered between 39 and 42oC
(extreme heatwave) from 7-14 January.
Consequently the thick long grass and the forests
would have been exceptionally dry when on Saturday

The fire jumped the Hume Highway. Thirty minutes
later it reached Penrose Forest, devoured the forest
(and the forester’s house) and in just another twenty
minutes tore into Penrose and onto Bundanoon.

In this desperate situation, Penrose residents did what
they could to quell the flames. Women and children
were bundled on trucks and cars and ferried out of
harms way. Bundanoon residents too were quick to
lend a hand. The Sydney Morning Herald reported that
some seven hundred men from Bundanoon, including
one hundred visitors from Sydney, rallied together and
did what they could to help but could only really save
the Penrose railway station.
The railway line between Bundanoon and Moss Vale
was likewise menaced by this fire. Serious damage
though was averted when locomotives pulling tanks of
water moved up and down the line spraying water
over burning sleepers.
On the Sunday morning, 15 January, the body of an
elderly man (George Turner) was found by two boys.
On sustenance relief, he had camped near Paddy’s
River but the fire overtook him and he had collapsed
and died.
Continued on page 4

Next morning (Monday 16 January), in one of those
strange twists of fate, heavy rain began falling. This
doused the fires but alas it was too late to save
Penrose and the seven destroyed houses in
Bundanoon.
Several people were now destitute after losing
everything in the fires. Nonetheless, with what was
described as ‘characteristic generosity,’ more
fortunate residents came to their assistance.
Bundanoon residents promptly raised £136 / 1 / 9 for
those in distress, the Bundanoon police made
arrangements to help those in need with food, clothing
and shelter and the Bundanoon RSL club donated £15.
Wingecarribee Shire Council promptly established a
bushfire relief committee to distribute aid.
In the aftermath of these bushfires, Cyril Hayward was
arrested and pleaded guilty at Goulburn Court with
having temporarily left a fire in the open air before
extinguishing it. He was sentenced to three months
imprisonment with hard labour.
Interestingly, as a precursor for what was to later
ensue, two weeks previously around New Year’s Eve,
the Bundanoon police and local volunteers after three
hours hard work subdued a bushfire which threatened
to jump the railway line some five kilometres from
town. Once again light rain showers with a cool change
came in to minimise the risk of further outbreaks.

Asparagus Chicken & Parsley Butter
4 chicken breast fillets
2 rashers bacon
1 small onion, peeled
15g butter
½ 310g can of asparagus
cuts
Salt and pepper
Flour, 1 egg, 2
tablespoons milk
Packaged dry breadcrumbs
60g butter, extra
2 tablespoons oil
Cut each chicken breast in two and pound lightly.
Finely chop bacon and peeled onion and sauté in butter.
Add drained and finely chopped asparagus and salt and
pepper.
Remove from heat and cool.
Cut a pocket in each chicken breast and fill with the
asparagus mixture.
Coat chicken breasts lightly with flour and dip in
combined beaten egg and milk. Coat well with
breadcrumbs.
Heat extra butter and oil in a large frying pan.
Add chicken and cook until golden brown on each side
and cooked through. (Approximately 3 minutes each
side).
Parsley Butter
125g butter
1 tablespoon chopped parsley
1 tablespoon chopped shallots
Salt and pepper
Beat butter until smooth and creamy.
Add parsley, shallots, salt and pepper and beat well.

It’s hard not to compare Bundanoon’s experience in
these fires with those we went through in 2020.
Similar ‘worst ever’ weather conditions were reported
on both occasions, while the generosity of the
community was likewise similar. The striking difference
is in the way the fires were fought. In 1939 members
of the public, many or most with seemingly no firefighting experience, were at the forefront of the firefighting effort. Today it is very much a responsive
professional effort that draws on expertise and
resources from a well-organised State-based system.
Given the events of the 1939 bushfires it is lucky that
Bundanoon survived with comparatively minor
damage. Indeed, perhaps when it comes down to
essentials, luck may be the major factor in determining
the outcome of all the bushfires that have threatened
Bundanoon. (Thanks to Ian Smith for this article and to Beryl
Seckington for sourcing the images)

Spoon mixture in a rough log shape about a quarter of
the way down a sheet of greaseproof paper.
Fold paper over roll and then with a ruler, push against
the butter so that the mixture forms a smooth roll.
Roll in the greaseproof paper and refrigerate until firm.

(From the BHG Image collection. One of a number of
historic photographs which will be shown at the
November 1 monthly meeting).

Things to do and ways to fill a few hours - some suggestions:
BHG is affiliated with the Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS). As such our members can subscribe to the Society’s
monthly newsletter, which always contains lots of interesting articles, images and details of events. It is highly recommended.
The article below tells of a lecture in which some may be interested. There is a cost of $15. There is a second session in the
afternoon (a further $10, but this would be of little interest to BHG members.
Graham Shirley, former NFSA curator and historian
(2006-2014), will present on these changes and their
impact.
The interwar years were also decades of great change
for architecture, as people adjusted to a new way of life
in a post-pandemic world. Scott MacArthur,
conservation architect, will discuss 1920s architecture,
including its aspirational and health-based aspects.

RAHS Special Online Event - Exciting New
World: Australian Life in the 1920s and 1930s
On Saturday 6 November, the RAHS is hosting a special
online event exploring the Exciting New World:
Australia in the 1920s and 1930s. This event will appeal
to anyone interested in the history of Australia during
the interwar years.
The interwar years witnessed a revolution in
entertainment media, as newly introduced radio
broadcasting became an entertainment medium and
imported as well as locally made films showed
Hollywood’s increasing influence. This was an era when
the city picture palaces were replaced by the spread of
suburban and rural cinemas, and throughout these two
decades films helped guide Australian trends in fashion,
design, music, and social convention.

Dr Anna Wong (Director, ACT Historic Places) will give a
presentation on the family history of Calthorpes’ House
and its collection. Built in 1927, Mrs Calthorpe furnished
her new house through mail order catalogues and a twoday shopping spree in Sydney at Beard Watson and Co.
The architecture and intact domestic collection of this
house museum reflects the suburban dream of an
‘exciting new world’ in the newly established Federal
Capital.
For further information and bookings visit the RAHS
website.
Image Credit: Top Left: Radio control room, 1930s
[SLNSW]; Bottom Left: Ken Hall & crew during filming of
Thoroughbred (1936) [SLNSW]; Right: Cover of The
Australian Home Beautiful (July 1927), http://nla.gov.au/
nla.obj-2940097438
(We visited the RAHS headquarters at History House, 133
Macquarie St, on a BHG coach trip some years ago. The
building has since undergone substantial renovations.
Well worth dropping in (say you are from BHG).

State Library of NSW

National Library of Australia (NLA)

This is an amazing resource,
both physical and online.
The Library in Macquarie
Street is back open to the
public and is a short walk fro
Martin Place station - $2.50
gets most of us there.

The Library is currently closed, but will
reopen on November 15.
There is always something worth seeing
here. A new exhibition, Illustrating the
Antipodes, opens on November 15 and will run until
the end of January.
Rivers, the Lifeblood of Australia, runs until December
12, and of course the Treasures Gallery always has
things of interest from the NLA collection.
The NLA website also has a lot to offer, including many
interesting podcasts waiting for you to hear.

The What’s On link on the Library website will reveal a
number of (usually free) online presentations, some of
them very interesting and not just on history.
The Stories link will take you to a collection of essays
on every imaginable topic.
And the Resources and Collections button leads to an
amazing array of oral histories, eBooks, articles and
images.
All-in-all, a great way the wile away a few hours.
Or even follow the simple process to obtain your own
Reader’s Card, which will open up even more.

National Museum of Australia
The next major exhibition, Ancient
Greeks, opens on December 17 and
sounds something special. It will
feature 170 items from the British Museum.
And there is always a range of online material, all easy
to access.

Snippets from history
What was James Cook doing 250 years ago today?
In short, he was busy. Aided by Joseph Banks, Cook had started
lobbying for a second voyage almost as soon as the first had
concluded, in July of 1771. It was really never in doubt. As
Beaglehole tells us in his magisterial Cook biography, on
September 25 the Admiralty instructed the Navy Board to
purchase two proper vessels, of about 400 tons, for service in
remote parts. Cook was given the task.
So October was spent in seeking suitable vessels; by the end of
the month he had narrowed it to a choice of three. Of these the
Navy Board selected the Marquis of Granby and the Marquis of
Rockingham. Both had been built at Whitby’s Fishburn
shipyard. The former was 462 tons - nearly 100 larger than
Endeavour - the latter 340 tons. The Granby was a little over a
year old. The Rockingham one and a half.
One hopes he found time to spend with his wife Elizabeth and
their young family. Of their seventeen-year marriage Cook spent
only a total of four at home.
On November 27 the Admiralty had then named Drake and
Raleigh respectively. Cook was appointed to command the
Drake, with Robert Cooper as 1st Lieutenant and Charles Clerke
as second; Tobias Furneaux was to be in charge of the Raleigh,
supported by Joseph Shank. The
appointment of other officers
followed.
The following month one of the
Secretaries of State, Lord Rochford,
pointed out the seemingly blindingly
obvious - these names would be more
than somewhat unwelcome to Spain,
a country not all that well-disposed to
England at the time. He lobbied the
King, who spoke to Lord Sandwich; by
Christmas the ships were named Resolution and Adventure.
There is much to be told of happenings over the next several
months, but that is a story for another time. The ships took sail
on July 13, 1772.
I have been asked by a number of members what happened to
the series on Cook which I was producing for BHG members. In
short, life became a bit difficult last year. However I have
another instalment ready, so will resume the saga in November.
In June I spent my 80th birthday in Cooktown to see the annual
Endeavour landing re-enactment. A special event had been
planned for the 250th anniversary last year but it has to be
postponed because of Covid concerns.

1921 - 100 Years ago in Australia
March 14: Edith (later Dame) Cowan becomes the first
woman to be elected to an Australian parliament,
defeating Attorney-General T Baker to take the seat of
Perth in the WA Legislative Assembly.
February 28: Essington Lewis appointed general manager
of the Broken Hill Proprietary Company.
March 2: Australia completes a clean-sweep of the fivetest cricket series against England.
April 12: Bert Hinkler leaves Sydney in his Baby Avto
aircraft at 6.00am and reaches his home town of
Bundaberg at 2.40pm. The 700-mile trip claimed as a
world-record flight for the type of aircraft and Australia’s
longest non-stop flight.
He lands 200 yards from his home and taxies down the
road to his surprised parents’ gate.
October 26: The first batch of boys arrives in Sydney on
the P&O line’s SS Berrima under the post-war Barnardo
scheme. A local committee is to receive the boys, teach
them the rudiments of farming and find them suitable
employment on the land.
October 30: The inaugural flight of Australia’s first
organised air mail service, between the WA towns of
Geraldton and Derby, ends in tragedy when a WA Airways
Bristol aircraft crashes near the Murchison River, killing
the pilot and mechanic.
November 9: The Royal Australian Air Force is formed, the
successor to the Australian Flying Corps.
November 13: Sydney Cartoonist
Tristan Bancks creates a new comic
strip character, Ginger Meggs.
Precise date unknown: Seventeen
Pentridge Goal prisoners protest
that the goal library does not
include the works of O Henry and
other popular authors. They are
strait-jacketed for their trouble.

November 1 in History:
1512:
Michelangelo’s
ceiling in the
Vatican’s Sistine
Chapel is shown
to the public for
the first time.

It was part of a magic series of events which I will long
remember. I took many photos myself, but the one below is by
my recently-found niece several-times-removed, another
benefit of family history research. (And the small one is the
acting-editor after the 2km Retracing the steps of Banks and
Solander walk).
Ralph

1870: Australian poet and critic Christopher Brennan is
born in Sydney.
1884: The Prime Meridian set to create world time zones
at Greenwich, England.
1925: Harold S Vanderbilt and friends
invent the game of contact bridge
while held up in the Panama Canal.

A brief history of facial hair
Having not visited a barber since early June, my hair has
become a rather frequent topic of conversation in our
household. Of recent times I have wondered why we
bother with haircuts, or even more importantly with
beard trims. There seems to be a valid argument that
both are a waste of time and resources, although this is
something of which I am yet to convince Pam. I have
had a beard since 1972, but it is currently at its most
luxuriant. Just how long would it grow if I allowed
nature to take its course. Indeed who am I to interfere
with nature anyway? Such things need adequate
consideration before returning to five o’clock shadow.
Knowing that readers will no doubt have also spent
much of the last year pondering such things I felt it my
duty to research the topic of just why we do what we do
with our head-covering - hence the following -much of it
sourced from Wikipedia and other websites. (Ed - Actg)
Throughout times, people have worn their hair in a
wide variety of styles, largely determined by the
fashions of the culture in which they live. Hairstyles are
markers of social class, age, marital status, racial
identification, political beliefs, and gender attitudes.
Some people may cover their hair totally or partially for
cultural or religious reasons. Notable examples of this
include women in Islam who wear the hijab, married
women in Haredi Judaism who wear the sheitel or
tichel, married Himba men who cover their hair except
when in mourning, Tuareg men who wear a veil, and
baptized Sikh men and women who wear the dastar.
The oldest known reproduction
of hair braiding goes back about
30,000 years: the Venus of
Willendorf, now known in
academia as the Woman of
Willendorf, is a female figurine
from the Paleolithic era, estimated to have been made
between about 28,000 and 25,000 BCE.
In the Bronze Age, razors were known and in use by
some men, but not on a daily basis since the procedure
was rather unpleasant and required resharpening of the
tool which reduced its endurance. Even before that
men are thought to have used clam shells.
In ancient civilizations, women's hair was often
elaborately and carefully dressed in special ways.
Women coloured their hair, curled it, and pinned it up
in a variety of styles. They set their hair in waves and
curls using wet clay, which they dried in the sun and
then combed out, or else by using a jelly made
of quince seeds soaked in water.
In Imperial Rome, women wore
their hair in complicated styles:
a mass of curls on top, or in
rows of waves, drawn back
into ringlets or braids.

Eventually noblewomen's hairstyles grew so complex
that they required daily attention from several slaves
and a stylist in order to be maintained. The hair was
often lightened using wood ash, unslaked lime and
sodium bicarbonate, or darkened with copper
filings, oak-apples or leeches marinated in wine and
vinegar.
It was augmented by wigs, hairpieces and pads, and
held in place by nets, pins, combs and pomade. Under
the Byzantine Empire, noblewomen covered most of
their hair with silk caps and pearl nets.
From the time of the Roman Empire until the Middle
Ages, most women grew their hair as long as it would
naturally grow.
It was normally just styled through cutting, as women's
hair was tied up on the head and covered on most
occasions when outside the home by using
a snood, kerchief or veil; for an adult woman to wear
uncovered and loose hair in the street was often
restricted to prostitutes. Braiding and tying the hair
was common.
In the 16th century, women
began to wear their hair in
extremely ornate styles,
often decorated with
pearls, precious stones,
ribbons, and veils. Women
used a technique called
"lacing" or "taping," in
which cords or ribbons
Italy, c14 (Clothing the past) were used to bind the hair
around their heads.
During this period, most of the hair was braided and
hidden under wimples, veils or couvrechefs. In the
later half of the 15th century and on into the 16th
century, a very high hairline on the forehead was
considered attractive, and wealthy women frequently
plucked out hair at their temples and the napes of
their necks, or used depilatory cream to remove it, if it
would otherwise be visible at the edges of their hair
coverings. Working-class women in this period wore
their hair in simple styles.
Around the same time period, European men often
wore their hair cropped no longer than shoulderlength. In the early 17th century, male hairstyles grew
longer, with waves or curls being considered desirable.
(But men’s hair is a different story,
for which I do not have space.
Perhaps a future editor may indulge
me? And what of wigs?
And of course there is shaving. Why? That is what I
started to investigate, but got diverted. Another story
for which I am sure readers, or at least those who have
persevered thus far, will await with bated breath.
Ed - Actg

